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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 June 2004 . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[x3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 
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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) E3 Claim(s) 1 -3.5 .7-1 4.21,24-40.47-49.51 and 53-60 is/are allowed. 

6) IE Claim(s) 15.16.18-20.41-46.61.62.65 and 66 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 
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Application Papers 
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10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 06 August 2001 is/are: a)[x] accepted or objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 . 85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

II) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This office action is in response to the amendment filed on 06/30/04. 
The allowable subject matter in the previous office action with regards to claims 20, 41- 
46, and 66 are withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 15, 18, 19, 41, 43-45, 61, and 65 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Treffers (US 6,052,247). 

Regarding claims 15 Treffers teaches a selecting a first set of data records (see col. 3, In. 
64-col. 4, In. 7) to write to a first user data section (see figure 3, item PI) of a magnetic tape 
medium (figure 3, item 2), wherein the magnetic tape medium further includes a second user 
data section (figure 3, item P2), and wherein the first user data section has a shorter longitudinal 
length than the second user data section so that the first user data section comprises a faster 
access user data section than the second user data section (see col. 3, In. 29-34; the sub-portions 
PI can have a shorter longitudinal length than sub-portion P2, resulting in data section PI having 
a faster access as described on page 7, lines 21-26 in the instant specification) transferring the 
first set of data records to write to the magnetic tape medium wherein the first set of data records 
are written to the first user data section (see col. 3, In. 64-col. 4, In. 7); and transferring the 
second set of user data records to write to the magnetic tape medium after writing the first set of 
data records (see col. 4, In. 2-11), wherein the second set of data records are written to one of the 
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first user data section or second user data section of the magnetic tape medium (see col. 4, In, 2- 
1 1; the second set of data is written to the second user data section (P2)). 

Regarding claim 18, Treffers teaches data written in separate serpentine patterns within 
the first and second user data sections (see figure 3, the first user data written in a serpentine 
pattern in PI is separate from the second user data written in a serpentine pattern in P2, so it is 
interpreted by the Examiner that the serpentine patterns are separate). 

Regarding claim 19, Treffers teaches the first user data section is located closer to a 
beginning of the tape medium than the second user data section (see figure 3, the first data 
section PI is located closer to the beginning of the tape (BOT) than second user data section P2). 

Regarding claims 41 and 43-45: Claims 41 and 43-45 have limitations similar to those 
treated in the above rejection, and are met by the references as discussed above. 

Regarding claims 61 and 65: Claims 61, and 65 have limitations similar to those treated 
in the above rejection, and are met by the references as discussed above. Claims 61, however 
also recites the following limitations as taught by Treffers: the first set of data records are written 
to the first user data section (see figure 3, item PI) in a serpentine pattern (see figure 3, it is 
interpreted by the Examiner that the data written in to PI is written in a serpentine pattern) is 
written in and a second user data written to the second user data section (figure 3, item P2) in a 
serpentine pattern (see figure 3, and the data written in P2, items Tl and T2) separate from the 
serpentine pattern of the first data section (see figure 3, the first user data written in PI is 
separate from the second user data written in P2, so it is interpreted by the Examiner that the 
serpentine patterns are separate). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 16, 42, and 62 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Treffers and Basham et al. (US 5,969,893), referred to as Basham. 

Regarding claims 16, 42, and 62, Treffers teaches all the limitations of claims 15, 41, and 
61 above. Treffers fails to teach before writing the second set of data records to the magnetic 
medium, filling the first user data section with data, however, Basham is relied upon to teach 
before writing the second set of data records to the magnetic medium, filling the first user data 
section with data (see figure 9, a first user data section (950) is filled before a second user data 
section (951) is written to). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to improve upon user data recording of Treffers by applying the 
teaching of filling the first user data section before writtign to the second user data section as 
taught by Basham for the purpose as stated in col. 14, In. 26-40 of Basham. 

Claims 20, 46, and 66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Treffers and Hamaguchi et al. (US 5,726,702), referred to as Hamaguchi. 

Regarding claim 20, Treffers teaches a selecting a first set of data records (see col. 3, In. 
64-col. 4, In. 7) to write to a first user data section (see figure 3, item PI) of a magnetic tape 
medium (figure 3, item 2), wherein the magnetic tape medium further includes a second user 
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data section (figure 3, item P2), and wherein the first user data section comprises a faster access 
user data section than the second user data section (see col 3, In. 29-34; the sub-portions PI can 
have a shorter longitudinal length than sub-portion P2, resulting in data section PI having a 
faster access as described on page 7, lines 21-26 in the instant specification) transferring the first 
set of data records to write to the magnetic tape medium wherein the first set of data records are 
written to the first user data section (see col. 3, In. 64-col 4, In. 7); and transferring the second 
set of user data records to write to the magnetic tape medium after writing the first set of data 
records (see col. 4, In. 2-11), wherein the second set of data records are written to one of the first 
user data section or second user data section of the magnetic tape medium (see col. 4, In, 2-11; 
the second set of data is written to the second user data section (P2)) wherein the first set of data 
records comprises previews of a files (see col. 5, In. 64-col. 4, In. 4; it is interpreted by the 
examiner that the data blocks recorded in PI are previews or clips of files as described on page 
13, lines 6-7 of the instant specification) and wherein the second set of data records comprises 
the full file for which previews are included in the first set of data records (see col 4, In. 2-14). 
Treffers fails to explicitly disclose that the first or second data files are multimedia files, 
however, Hamaguchi is relied upon to teach recording multimedia files and previews (see col. 
23, In. 56-66). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to improve upon recording clips and full files of Treffers by applying the 
teaching of recording multimedia files and previews or clips as taught by Hamaguchi for the 
purpose as stated in col. 4, In. 63-col. 5, In. 3 of Hamaguchi. 

Regarding claim 46, Treffers teaches all the limitations of claim 41 above. Treffers 
further teaches wherein the first set of data records comprises previews of a files (see col. 5, In. 
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64-col. 4, In. 4; it is interpreted by the examiner that the data blocks recorded in PI are previews 
or clips of files as described on page 13, lines 6-7 of the instant specification) and wherein the 
second set of data records comprises the full file for which previews are included in the first set 
of data records (see col. 4, In, 2-14). Treffers fails to explicitly disclose that the first or second 
data files are multimedia files, however, Hamaguchi is relied upon to teach recording multimedia 
files and previews (see col. 23, In. 56-66), It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to improve upon recording clips and full files of 
Treffers by applying the teaching of recording multimedia files and previews or clips as taught 
by Hamaguchi for the purpose as stated in regards to claim 20. 

Regarding claim 66: Claim 66 has limitations similar to those treated in the above 
rejection, and is met by the references as discussed above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-3, 5, 7-14, 21, 24-40, 47-49, 51, and 53-60 are allowed. Regarding claims 1, 21, 
27, and 47, the prior art fails to teach alone or in combination a method, means, apparatus, or 
article of manufacture that for storing data in a magnetic tape storage medium, including a first 
and second user data section where the first user data section comprises a faster access storage 
space than the second user data section, determining a first set of data to be accessed with less 
delay than a second set of data; writing the first set of data to the first user data section in a 
serpentine pattern and writing the second set of data to the second user data section in a 
serpentine pattern separate from the serpentine pattern of the first user data section. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 16-18 filed on 06/30/04, with respect to claims 1-3, 5, 
7-14, 21, 24-26, 47-49, 51, and 53-60 have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 
rejection of claims 1-3, 5, 7-14, 21, 24-26, 47-49, 51, and 53-60 has been withdrawn. 

Applicant's arguments, see pages 16-18 filed 06/30/04, with respect to the rejection(s)of 
claim(s) 15, 16, 18, 19, 61, 62, and 65 under U.S.C 103(a) have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, 
a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Treffers with regards to claims 15, 18, 19, 61, 
and 65, and in view of Treffers and Basham with regards to claims 16 and 62. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jason C Olson whose telephone number is 703.305.8325. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Thursday 7:30-5:30; alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sinh Tran can be reached on (703)308-4825. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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